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Mahtibharata, and not in the Yedas.    So I welcome Sardar
Panikkar's idea of a new, modern Mahdbharata.
An Encyclopaedia is not at all new to India. India was
the first to write encyclopaedias. The first, of course, was
Kautilya's Arthasastra, written in the fourth century B.C.
Then came Tiruvalluvar's Kitrul in Tamil, in the first century
A.D. There was another work, Yuktikalpataru, written in
the eleventh century A.D. by King Bhoja. Long after these
came the Encyclopedia Britannica and other works of that
kind. One great difference between our ancient encyclopae-
dias and the one proposed by Mr. Panikkar is that he envis-
ages many authors, and I think quite rightly. Dr. Mulk Raj
Anand has expressed his fear of many voices speaking con-
trarily. Wei], then, let Mr. Panikkar write his own Encyclo-
paedia, if he as Prime Minister of Bikaner can get some other
Ministers to do all his work. You know I have great con-
fidence in Mr, Panikkar, because he comes from Malabar, my
own district. Malabar has been noted as a land of astrologers,
physicians and magicians. Now in any of these three capaci-
ties he can complete his Encyclopaedia. As an astrologer he
can predict when it will be completed, when it should be
begun; as a physician he can decide what are the healthy
elements in our heritage, what are the sick elements, and
how the former can be preserved and the latter destroyed.
And as a magician, he can make us believe that what he says
is right!
I agree with Dr. Haleem who said that there are no
Rousseaus and Voltaires in modern India. We are all so
wedded to caste, creed, outdated superstitions and also
modern superstitions. We have not that free air of eighteenth
century France, but we do not want it for our particular
purpose. My idea in this Encyclopaedia is not to propagate
our beliefs. Let our Encyclopaedia be a collection of facts.
India is fast changing. Many beautiful and curious things
are disappearing. Our folk songs, our folk dances, our beauti-
ful traditions, all are going away. Even our mythology will
disappear unless we preserve everything now in an Encyclo-
paedia. Many bkds are killed by men, many beasts are dis-
appearing because men want more space. So in India we
WUfr to Bave a# Encyclopaedia describing both the things that